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24 HOUR FLOOD HOTLINE (509) 586-8000
Watch for leaks and cracks that may have been caused by freezing over the long winter.
Non-Flood Emergency, General Customer Service (509) 586-9111 ext. 2
or customerservice@kid.org

A Message From Gene Huffman, Board President
KID’s first ever water user education event occurred on March 23rd at the Kennewick Home Depot. Over
300 people attended to learn the “How to’s” of using irrigation water and to ask questions. KID, Home Depot and members of the KID employee club all helped sponsor the event by being on hand to meet face-to
-face with customers who had questions or concerns. The response was so positive that KID will be planning additional events like this one in the future. Over the winter about 4 miles of canal were lined which

was funded by the $53 per account annual capital charge. Construction on the Red Mountain irrigation project is set to begin mid April with water scheduled to be delivered in June of next year.
continued on page 2...
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...continued from page 1
The District’s Planning Committee, which is comprised of a mix of five urban, rural and farm water users is up and running. The Committee has spent the past several months working through the details
of the new drought mitigation plan. The Committee has been working to put the lessons learned from
the 2001 and 2005 droughts to work before the next drought arrives. KID experienced rolling dry outs
during those two droughts due to limitations on water diversions from the Yakima River because the
District holds a junior water right.
Real progress is being made in 2013 on implementing the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan to shore up
long term water supplies in drought years. The plan includes new water storage at an expanded
Bumping Reservoir, a new dam in a side canyon of the Yakima River near the Yakima Firing Center,
major water conservation projects, water banks, groundwater storage, large scale environmental restoration, new passage for salmon and steelhead at the USBR’s five reservoirs , and system changes
like the five mile long tunnel to move water in drought years from Keecheless Lake to Lake Kachess
near Snoqualmie Pass.
It is with great pleasure that I can report that the rates did not change in
2013, the fourth consecutive year without an increase. Water supply for
the 2013 season looks good, with favorable snowpack and the Bureau
of Reclamation’s five reservoirs in the Cascade mountains that supply
the Yakima Basin are nearly full.

Installing a sprinkler system?
Remember...two business days before
you start digging: CALL 811 to speak to a
live person that will take down your project
details; it only takes about 10 minutes.

Work with your neighbors to stagger
watering schedules for optimal
irrigation water pressure!
KID’s canals act as reservoirs, but between 5:00 a.m. and 10:00
a.m., residential water users create a spike in demand which is
about five times higher than the rest of the day. KID’s system is not
built to handle that kind of water usage. The system was originally
designed for farmers who have to plan and order water, not the
highly urbanized population centers that expect water to be available on demand. Watering at mid-day is good because it spreads
out the demand.

AVOID PAYING FEES &
INTEREST ON YOUR
ASSESSMENTS
In order to avoid paying a delinquency fee and interest the following two payment options are
available:
Option A: Pay assessment in
full by April 30th of each year
Option B: Pay first half of assessment by April 30th of each
year, pay second half of assessment by October 31st of
each year
The only way to avoid a delinquency fee and interest is
to ensure at least your first
half installment reaches the
KID on or before April 30th.
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Do you pay irrigation assessments to KID
but are unable to access the irrigation water?
You may qualify to relegate your water allotment and be removed from the KID assessment roll.
NOTE: You do not qualify if you currently have
access to KID irrigation service - this includes private line areas.

THE RELEGATION APPLICATION PERIOD IS OPEN
MARCH 1 - MAY 31, 2013 FOR THE 2014 ASSESSMENT YEAR
Information, instructions and application forms are available to download at www.kid.org.
From the home page hover over the maroon ribbon Billing and Water Services, select
Water Service Information then Irrigation Water Allotment Relegation. All requirements for
relegation must be met prior to scheduling an appointment. For questions or to schedule a
relegation appointment, call Lynda Rosenbaum at (509) 586-9111 ext. 120.

CANALS ARE NOT FOR PLAY, STAY
AWAY! HELP PREVENT DROWNING!
KID is committed to children’s safety. In cooperation with the Bureau of Reclamation, we have coloring books available for children which teach the
message of safety awareness near our irrigation
canals. You are welcome to stop by the office and
pick one up!
Drowning is the second leading cause of death in
children between the ages of 5 and 14 in the State
of Washington. Constant adult supervision for
children in or around water is the number one
safety tool against drowning.

Water Deeply to
Encourage Deep Root
Growth
Frequent shallow watering encourages weed
germination, and causes roots to grow shallow, leaving the plant more susceptible to
drought and diseases. Remember to apply
enough water each time to penetrate the root
zone. Timing your watering schedule for
when your grass really needs it encourages
the roots to grow deeper.

Parents, please help your children understand the
dangers of irrigation canals.
Stay clear of canal edges and avoid entering the
irrigation canal for any reason.

The Kennewick Irrigation District wants the
general public to know that irrigation water
may contain harmful microbial contaminates
and should not be ingested. Moreover, as the
weather warms, parents should avoid having
their children play in irrigation water and not
use irrigation water to fill pools.
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Be Smart About Your Irrigation...
How can I prevent
water waste?
When is the best time to water?

How much water is too much?

Set your timers to water appropriately
for your lawns needs. Working together
with your neighbors is also a good way
to get the most from your irrigation system. When everyone is watering at the
same time expect to see pressure reduced. Staggering your schedule with
your neighbors is the best time to water.

Most lawns in the Kennewick Irrigation
District grow within the first foot of
soil, so it’s important to keep that layer
appropriately moist. KID recommends
watering 3/8” every other day during
the months of April, May, September
and October, and 1/2” every other day
during the months of June, July and
August.

Sweep instead of spraying
your driveway with water,
use a bucket, sponge and
sprayer on the end of a
hose when washing your
car. Water the lawn with
“gray” water. Check your
automatic sprinkler systems for proper time settings and operation frequently. Avoid watering
streets and sidewalks and
turn off the sprinklers in
rainy or windy conditions.
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